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"He never sought the honours of government, yet enjoyed
them all. When holding high office he was courteous to all.
Not a man of great eloquence, but of an extraordinary pru-
dence."

Giovanni had assisted at the birth of the movement in
which Ghiberti, Brunelleschi, Donatello, and Masaccio were
the leaders; he had helped its onward course, and he died
as its "morning" ended with the death of Masaccio and
began to pass into full noon. Thus the chief interest con
nected with his life will always be that memorable outburst
in Art which took place between the years 1400 and 1428,
burning with such ardour among the Florentines that it
threw even politics into the background, and formed the
prominent feature in the life of Florence during his time
He lies buiied with Piccarda, his wife, in the "Old Sacristy,"4~
in the church of San Lorenzo, the only portion of the rebuilt
church which was finished at the time of his death. Their
fine tomb,id richly ornamented with figures of putti and
garlands of flowers, stands in the centre of the sacristy with
a large marble table over it. The tomb is interesting from
the fact that isolated tombs like this, though common in
other countries, were very rare in Italy

Such was the founder of this family which was destined
to have so momentous a history. He laid the foundations of
the family solidly, not so much by the popularity which he
won through his steadfast championship of the cause of the
humbler classes, as by the principles of magnanimity, gen-
erosity, courtesy, and care for the people which he taught
his sons, and caused to become an unwritten law in this
family for three generations after him. As we look at the
kindly and sensible old face in his portrait we feel how well
it was for Florence in after years that Giovanni di Bicci de;
Medici possessed the character that he did. It will be seen
how, on his death, the party of the nobles took steps to
destroy his work, as well as to prevent these ''upstart Medici"
from rising any higher.